
 

 
 

Research Seminars Calendar 
Week of March 16, 2026 

 
 

  •   BRI Seminars (Tuesdays @ noon) 

  •   JCCC Seminars (Thursdays @ noon) 
  •   MBI Seminars (Thursdays @ 4:00) 
  •    UCLA CTSI Distinguished Speaker   
             Series (Wednesdays @ noon) 
  •   Other Seminars/Symposia (Varies) 
 

 

  •   Cardiovascular Theme (Mondays @ 11:00)  
  •   I3T Theme Seminars (Tuesdays @ noon) 
  •   Health Equity Theme (Fridays @ 12:30) 
  •   Metabolism Theme Seminars (Varies) 
  •   Journal Clubs (Varies)  
  •   Grand Rounds (Varies) 

 

  •   BSCRC Seminars (Thursdays @ noon) 
  •   Human Genetics Speaker Series (Varies) 
  •   Vascular Biology Seminar Series (Varies) 
  •   UCLA CDI Seminar Series (Varies) 
  •   Frontiers in Computational Biosciences & 
       Frontier in Computational Medicine (Varies) 

 
Monday, 
March 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11:00 am – Noon,  
73-105 CHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noon – 1:00 pm,  
1357 Gonda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2:00 – 3:00 pm, 
1357 Gonda 
 

Cardiovascular Seminar  
A CisCode for Outflow Tract-Restricted Gene Expression 
Brian Black, PhD 
Professor & Director, Cardiovascular Research Institute, UC San Francisco 
Contact – Lisa Betters – cri@mednet.ucla.edu    
Website – https://medschool.ucla.edu/research/themed-
areas/cardiovascular-research/seminars 
 
Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities Research Center Seminar Series 
Predicting Trajectories in Prodromal Psychosis with Speech and  
Neuroimaging Data 
Debha Amatya, MD, PhD 
Physician Fellow, Psychiatry & Biobehavioral Sciences (Bearden’s Lab),  
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Zoom information –  https://ucla.zoom.us/j/94685649286#success 
Contact – Preethi Puthanveetil –  PPuthanveetil@mednet.ucla.edu  
 
Integrative Center on Addictions (ICA) Seminar Series 
TBD 
Ream Al-Hasani, PhD 
Associate Professor, Anesthesiology, Washington University, St. Louis 
Contact – Regina Corralez – RCorralez@mednet.ucla.edu 
 

Tuesday,  
March 17 
 
 
 

Noon – 1:00 pm,  
23-105 CHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UCLA Immunity, Inflammation, Infection, and Transplantation Theme 
The Role of UTX in Mediating Sex Differences During the Cytotoxic  
Lymphocyte Anti-Tumor Response 
Christian Bustillos  
Graduate Student, Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular Genetics  
(Su Lab), David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA    - and - 
The Role of Asporin (ASPN) in Keloid Pathogenesis 
Keshvad Hedayatyanfard, PhD  
Postdoctoral Fellow, Dermatology (Agak Lab), 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Contact – I3T@mednet.ucla.edu 
Website – https://medschool.ucla.edu/immunology 
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Wednesday,  
March 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 – 8:00 am, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 – 8:00 am,  
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:15 – 8:15 am, 
13-105 CHS 
 
 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 am, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00am – 5:30pm, 
114 CNSI  
Auditorium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Rounds/ OBGYN 
Topic - Obstetric Anesthesia 
Jason Hirsch, MD 
Associate Clinical Professor Anesthesiology, 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Zoom –  
https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/98753338924?pwd=8cvKczzL4qvVx3BmoxsaBXM7Pjt9Jb.1  
Contact – Giselle Garcia – OBGYNMedEd@mednet.ucla.edu  
 
Grand Rounds/ Surgery – Joel J. Roslyn Lectureship 
Cell-Based Gene Therapies for Cancer 
James S. Economou, MD, PhD 
Professor, Surgery, MIMG, and Molecular & Medical Pharmacology,  
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Zoom Meeting ID – 955 8203 6773;  Passcode – 123456 
Contact – Valentin Ybiernas – VYbiernas@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
Grand Rounds/ Urology 
TBD 
Mark Schoenberg, MD 
Professor and Chair, Urology, Montefiore Einstein College of Medicine 
Contact – Giselle Garcia – GiselleAGarcia@mednet.ucla.edu    
 
Division of Population Behavioral Health Stress, Trauma, and Resilience  
Research Seminar 
Identifying Cross-Sectional Predictors of Adolescent Sleep Health  
Through Machine Learning 
Emily Ricketts, PhD, MS 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences, 
David Geffen School of Medicine 
Website – https://bri.ucla.edu/calendar/ 
 
Cell-Cell Symposium 
Session I 
Translating Molecular-Cellular Discovery via Virtual Cell Therapy Modeling 
Ken Chen, PhD 
MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Synaptic MEMOIR: Mapping Individual Synapses of Neurons with Protein  
Barcodes 
Long Cai, PhD 
California Institute of Technology 
Single Cell and Spatial Solutions for Multiomic Studies 
Jasmine Plummer, PhD 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
Session II 
Programming Patterning and Morphogenesis with Synthetic  
Cell-Cell Signaling 
Leonard Morsut, PhD 
University of Southern California 
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Wednesday,  
March 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00am – 5:30pm, 
114 CNSI  
Auditorium 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 am, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 am,  
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
Noon – 1:00 pm, 
Zoom  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cell-Cell Symposium Session II (continued) 
Beyond Nature’s Vocabulary: Expanding Cellular Communication  
with De Novo 
Mohamad Abedi, PhD 
UCLA College of Letters & Sciences 
Session III 
Computational Models of Cell-Cell Interactions in the Tumor Ecosystem 
Stacey Finley, PhD 
University of Southern California 
Mapping How Combinatorial Immunotherapy Rewires Cell-Cell  
Communication Within Tumors 
Kathryn Miller-Jensen, PhD 
Yale University 
Modeling Macrophage Polarization in the Tumor Microenvironment 
Andrea Califoano, PhD 
Biohub NY/ Columbia University 
Session IV 
Progress Report on the Global Human Cell-Surface Interactome Project 
Kai Zinn, PhD 
California Institute of Technology            - and - 
The Inflammatory Response: Regulatory Principles of Intra- and  
Intercellular Communication 
Alex Hoffmann, PhD 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Register at – https://learning.partillion.com/cell-cell-symposium-2026 
Contact – hjwright@ucla.edu 
Website – https://learning.partillion.com/cell-cell-symposium-2026 
 
Grand Rounds/ Neurology 
Huxley’s Science Fiction: From the Squid Giant Axon 1952  
to Non-Addictive Pain Medications 2025 
Stephan G. Waxman, MD, PhD 
Professor, Neurology, Neuroscience & Pharmacology, Yale University 
Zoom –  https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/94059665246; Passcode – 123456 
Contact – Oscar Arellano – Oarellano@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
Global Immunotalks 
TBD 
Patricia Bozza, MD, PhD 
Senior Scientist, Molecular & Cellular Biology, Instituto Oswaldo 
Zoom – https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/91053505061 
 
DGIT/ Research Event 
AWS Office Hours 
Clifford Kravit 
Research Informatics Program Manager, DGIT 
Zoom –  
https://uclahs.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYudOuupjosGNXUDIJMJ8ZwHcPGjLhUoQjk 
Contact – DGIT Research IT – dgitresearchit@mednet.ucla.edu 
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Wednesday,  
March 18 
 

12:30 – 1:30 pm, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
3:15 – 4:15 pm, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 – 5:00 pm,  
5th floor CNSI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30 – 6:00 pm,  
Zoom  
 
 
 

Grand Rounds/ Renal  
Cystatin C in Clinical Practice: Evidence, Guidelines, and Limitations 
Yuan-Heng Chang, MD 
Fellow, Nephrology, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Contact – Julie Yabu – jyabu@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
RCMAR CHIME Methods Seminar 
Panel Discussion: Practical Uses of AI in Research 
Lauren Wisk, MD 
Associate Professor-in-Residence, Medicine     - and - 
Benjamin J. Seligman, MD 
Assistant Professor, Medicine, 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
RSVP – https://uclahs.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6KZ6BLFzuVi84vQ 
Contact – rcmarchime@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
UCLA Microbiome Seminar Series 
Paths to Restoring & Maintaining Gut Microbiome Health - Ecological  
& Evolutionary Principles 
Eugene B. Chang, MD 
Professor, Medicine; Director, Microbiome Medicine Program,  
Center for Biomedical Discovery, University of Chicago 
RSVP & Contact – microbiome@mednet.ucla.edu  
 
Grand Rounds/ Ophthalmology 
Interim Results of a Phase I Clinical Trial for Stage III Limbal Stem Cell  
Deficiency 
Federico Velez, MD 
Clinical Professor, Ophthalmology - Pediatrics Ophthalmology  
& Adult Strabismus, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Zoom –  
https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/94319971957?pwd=OMcEk0JQyScLVttBDsyXY3ubTaw3vz.1 
Passcode – 008840;  Contact – jseicme@jsei.ucla.edu  
  

Thursday,  
March 19 
 
 
 
 

Noon – 1:00 pm, 
1357 Gonda 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Integrative Center for Neurobehavioral Genetics (ICNG) Seminar Series 
Minding Our Gut Microbes: Uncovering Mechanisms & Applications  
for Microbiome-Nervous System Interactions 
Elaine Hsiao, PhD 
Professor, Integrative Biology & Physiology; Chair, Microbiome Research;  
Director, UCLA Goodman-Luskin Microbiome Center; and Director, UCLA 
Gnotobiotic Animal Core Facility, UCLA College of Letters & Sciences 
Contact – CNGT32@mednet.ucla.edu 
 

Friday,  
March 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 – 9:00 am, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Rounds/ Pediatrics 
Topic – Radiation and Child Health 
Rebecca Smith Bindman, MD 
Professor, Epidemiology & Biostatistics, 
University of California, San Francisco, School of Medicine 
Zoom – https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/95221286936  
Contact – Jacquelyn Voet – jvoet@mednet.ucla.edu 
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Friday,  
March 20 
 

10:00 – 11:00 am, 
37-417 Semel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noon – 1:00 pm, 
JSEI RPB  
Auditorium,  
and Zoom 
 

Electrophysiology of Brain Dynamic Affinity Group Research Seminar 
Neural Oscillations: Characterization, Function, and Modulation 
Mingzhou Ding, PhD 
Distinguished Professor, Biomedical Engineering, Herbert Wertheim  
College of Engineering, University of Florida 
Contact – BRI@mednet.ucla.edu 
Website – https://bri.ucla.edu/joint-seminars-in-neuroscience/ 
 
JSEI Distinguished Lecture  
TBD 
XianJie Yang, PhD 
Professor, Ophthalmology; and Director, Gene & Cell Delivery,  
Broad Stem Cell Research Center, and Vision Research Core, 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/98999940670?pwd=fv8QAOa80dGlK8glxI1xTsdZUQv0Dl.1   
Password – 111225 
Contact – jseicme@jsei.ucla.edu 
 

 
 

Research Seminars Calendar 
Week of March 23, 2026 

 
Monday, 
March 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11:00 am – Noon,  
73-105 CHS 
 
 
 
 
 

Cardiovascular Seminar  
TBD 
Marlene Rabinovitch 
Professor, Pediatric Cardiology, Stanford University 
Contact – Lisa Betters – cri@mednet.ucla.edu    
Website – https://medschool.ucla.edu/research/themed-
areas/cardiovascular-research/seminars 
 

Tuesday, 
March 24 

Noon – 1:00 pm,  
23-105 CHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noon – 1:00 pm, 
RBP Auditorium, 
UCLA Stein Eye 
Institute 
 
 
 

UCLA Immunity, Inflammation, Infection, and Transplantation Theme 
Engineering a Potent T Cell Response Against Melanoma 
Cristina Puig Saus, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Microbiology, Immunology and Molecular Genetics  
and Surgical Oncology, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Contact – I3T@mednet.ucla.edu 
Website – https://medschool.ucla.edu/immunology 
 
JSEI Distinguished Lecture  
TBD 
Olaf Straub, PhD 
Professor & Head, Charite Universitatsmedizin Berlin, Johannes  
Gutenberg University Mainz 
https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/98999940670?pwd=fv8QAOa80dGlK8glxI1xTsdZUQv0Dl.1   
Password – 111225 
Contact – Cassandragarcia@mednet.ucla.edu 
 

mailto:BRI@mednet.ucla.edu
https://bri.ucla.edu/joint-seminars-in-neuroscience/
https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/98999940670?pwd=fv8QAOa80dGlK8glxI1xTsdZUQv0Dl.1
mailto:jseicme@jsei.ucla.edu
mailto:cri@mednet.ucla.edu
https://medschool.ucla.edu/research/themed-areas/cardiovascular-research/seminars
https://medschool.ucla.edu/research/themed-areas/cardiovascular-research/seminars
mailto:I3T@mednet.ucla.edu
https://medschool.ucla.edu/immunology
https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/98999940670?pwd=fv8QAOa80dGlK8glxI1xTsdZUQv0Dl.1
mailto:Cassandragarcia@mednet.ucla.edu


 

Wednesday,  
March 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:15 – 8:15 am, 
13-105 CHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 am, 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 am,  
Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 – Noon,  
4222C Young  
 
 
 

Grand Rounds/ Urology 
Topic – Interesting Case Presentation 
Nima Nassiri, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Urology 
Jeff Veale, MD 
Professor, Urology    - and  
Alec Mitchell, MD 
Physician Fellow, Urology, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Contact – Giselle Garcia – GiselleAGarcia@mednet.ucla.edu    
 
Grand Rounds/ Neurology 
New Approaches to Oral Analgesics 
Charles E. Argoff, MD 
Professor and Vice Chair, Neurology; Director, Comprehensive Pain Center;  
and Director, Pain Management Fellowship, Albany Medical Center 
Zoom –  https://uclahs.zoom.us/j/94059665246;  Passcode – 123456 
Contact – Oscar Arellano – Oarellano@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
Global Immunotalks 
TBD 
Shane Crotty, PhD 
Professor, Immunology; and Chief Scientific Officer,  
La Jolla Institute for Immunology  
Zoom – https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/91053505061 
Website – https://www.globalimmunotalks.org/schedule 
 
MIMG Seminar Series 
Neutrophil Biophysics Through the Lens of NETosis 
Hawa Racine Thiam, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Bioengineering and Microbiology and Immunology, 
Stanford University, School of Medicine 
Contact – I3T@mednet.ucla.edu 
 

Thursday,  
March 26 
 

2:00 – 3:00 pm, 
132 NRB,  
and Zoom 
 

Easton-BRI Dementia Colloquium 
Clinical Considerations in the Development of Alzheimer’s Disease  
and Related Dementia Therapies 
Marie Kim, PhD 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Neurology; and Associate Director, Katherine  
& Benjamin Kaga Alzheimer’s Disease Treatment Development Program, 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Register for Zoom – 
https://uclahs.zoom.us/meeting/register/3GvvPMt3Q8m_qzFTeCo3fA 
Contact – Nancy Osuch – nosuch@ment.ucla.edu 
Website – https://eastonad.ucla.edu 
 

Friday,  
March 27 
 

 
 

 
No Seminars – University Holiday  

 
To add content for future distributions, please email rasst@mednet.ucla.edu 
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