






































AY 18-19 

Minimum Standards for Doctoral Committee Constitution, Effective 2016 Fall 
1. All doctoral committees require a minimum of four members among whom a minimum of 

three members must hold current UCLA Academic Senate faculty appointments limited to 
Professor (any rank), Professor or Associate Professor Emeritus, Professor in Residence (any 
rank), or Acting Professor or Acting Associate Professor. Two of the three doctoral committee 
members from UCLA must hold the rank of professor or associate professor (regular or in‐
residence series). 

2. One of the three UCLA members may be an Adjunct Professor (any rank) or Professor of 
Clinical X (any rank) who is certified and approved by the Committee on Degree Programs 
(CDP). 

3. The Chair always must hold a current Academic Senate faculty appointment at UCLA in the 
same department or interdepartmental program as the student. 

4. Each program or department may set additional requirements above the UCLA minimum 
standards in their Program Requirements regarding: 

 UCLA members (e.g., all three must hail from the home department, two out of three 
from the same discipline as the student, etc.) 

 Parameters for service as a Co‐Chair 
 Minimum academic credentials of an additional member 

5. Only one committee member may hold an Academic Senate faculty appointment or its 
academic equivalent at another accredited university or college (UC or non‐UC) without need 
of an exception from the Graduate Division. 

6. All committee members read, approve, and certify the dissertation. Under unusual 
circumstances, a department or interdepartmental program may petition the Committee on 
Degree Programs via the Graduate Division for an exception that would allow three 
committee members (including the Chair and at least one other UCLA member) to serve as 
certifying members in lieu of the full committee. An approved exception would apply to all 
doctoral committees of graduate students in that department or interdepartmental program 
for a period of up to ten years. 

7. All committee members must certify that the fairness, equity, and academic integrity of the 
oral qualifying examination and the final oral examination (dissertation defense) have been 
preserved by the doctoral committee. 

8. Only one committee member (never the Chair or Co‐Chair) may participate remotely in an 
oral qualifying examination or final oral examination (defense of the dissertation). Remote 
participation must be a matter of necessity rather than convenience. The student must 
petition the committee chair in advance of the examination to allow one member to 
participate remotely; the committee Chair must provide written approval to the student 
ahead of the examination. The technology required for remote participation must allow for 
the participant to see/be seen by and hear/be heard by all committee members and have 
access to visual materials simultaneously. Although no exception petition will be required for 
one committee member participating remotely, the department/program must notify the 
Graduate Division of the remote participation within 14 business days of the examination. 
Under rare circumstances, the department or inter‐departmental program Chair may petition 
the Graduate Division for an exception to allow a second member (not the Chair or Co‐Chairs) 
to participate remotely in a doctoral oral qualifying examination or a final oral examination 
(defense of the dissertation). [Effective 2015 Fall] 

 
 



UCLA Genetics and Genomics Home Area Graduate Program 

Quarter_____________ Year__________ 

Laboratory Rotation Agreement 

Grading Basis: S/U Only 

Mentor (PI) Signature:___________________________________ 

Mentor: ______________________________________________  

Advisor’s Name:________________________________________

(Dr Pajukanta or Dell'Angelica)

Advisor’s Signature:_____________________________________ 

Date:_________________________________________________ 

Student Signature:______________________________________ 

Student Name:_________________________________________

UID:__________________________________________________

Please return signed form to the Student Affairs Officer at 6506 Gonda. 
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REPORT ON THE ANNUAL MEETING WITH YOUR DOCTORAL COMMITTEE 

 

To be submitted to the Student Affairs Officer. 

____________  ____________________________________________________ 

University ID  Last Name First Name Middle Name 

 

________________________  _____________________ 

Date of Meeting   Location 

 

 

Committee Members 

 

 

Signature_________________________, Chair 

Printed Name______________________ 

 

 

Signature_________________________ 

Printed Name______________________ 

 

 

Signature_________________________ 

Printed Name______________________ 

 

 

Signature_________________________ 

Printed Name______________________ 

 

 

Signature_________________________ 

Printed Name______________________ 

 

 



Human Genetics Graduate Program 
Genetics & Genomics Home Area – Graduate Programs in Bioscience 

 
Information for the Doctoral Committee about the ‘First Exam’: 
 
The goal of the First Exam (also known as the Departmental Written Qualifying 
Examination) is for the committee (minus the faculty mentor) to assess the ability of the 
student to think as a scientist. 
 
Our Program Requirements for the Doctoral Degree (PhD) read as follows: 
 
“The Departmental Written Qualifying Examination (also known as the 'First Exam) and 
the University Oral Qualifying Examination (also known as the 'Second Exam') must be 
passed before students are advanced to candidacy for the doctoral degree. The two 
examinations are distinct and cannot be combined into a single examination. […] The 
faculty mentor is excused from participating in the [First Exam], which is administered by 
the remaining members of the doctoral committee. […] 
 
The [First Exam] takes place during early stages of the student's dissertation research 
project, preferably during the second year, and must be passed by the end of the fourth 
year in order to avoid a recommendation for termination from the program. The goal of the 
[First Exam] is to evaluate the student's ability to think as a scientist, i.e., to propose and 
critically evaluate experiments or method developments that would potentially expand 
knowledge in the principal field of study. To this end, the student writes a proposal 
following the style of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Research Service 
Award (NRSA) applications, and, one or two weeks after submission of the written 
proposal to the doctoral committee, defends the proposal in an oral presentation. The topic 
of the proposal is related to the ongoing research project of the student in the laboratory of 
the faculty mentor. However, in the [First Exam] the project itself is not under evaluation, 
as it is expected to be in its early stages. The oral part of the examination consists of a 
discussion of the proposal and of any additional questions posed by the committee to probe 
the student's general knowledge and understanding of human genetics.” 
 
Notice also the following policy: 
 
“Doctoral students must complete and pass the Departmental Written Qualifying 
Examination (also known as the 'First Exam') by the end of their fourth year in the 
program. Students will be allowed two opportunities to pass the examination within the 
above time frame and if the examination is not passed, the student will be recommended 
for termination of graduate study.” 
 
The complete program requirements are available online at:  
https://grad.ucla.edu/programs/david-geffen-school-of-medicine/human-
genetics/#program-requirements/2016-2017 

https://grad.ucla.edu/programs/david-geffen-school-of-medicine/human-genetics/#program-requirements/2016-2017
https://grad.ucla.edu/programs/david-geffen-school-of-medicine/human-genetics/#program-requirements/2016-2017


 
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN GENETICS 
REPORT ON THE FIRST EXAM 

 
 
To be retained by the department in the student’s file. 
 
NAME  __________________ UID _____________ 

 

Date of First Exam _______________________ 

 
THE COMMITTEE REPORTS ON THE FIRST EXAM AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Not 
Committee Members        Passed Passed 
 
Signature of Chair         (Excused from participation)     

 
 
Signature             
     
 
 
Signature             
     
 
 
Signature             
     
 
 
Signature             
     
 
 
Signature             
     



Report on the Oral Qualifying Examination 
Request for Advancement to Doctoral Candidacy
Return to: Academic Services, 1255 Murphy Hall, MC 142801

Student Name (last, first, middle)

Major

The doctoral committee was appointed by the Graduate Division on mm/dd/yy

E-mailUID

Registered / 3.00 GPA

4 terms academic residency or [  ] petition for exception approved 

Foreign language requirement completed or [  ] not required

Entered in GPD

Billed

Entered in SAAIS

For Graduate Division Use Only:

Degree Objective

The doctoral committee reports on the Oral Qualifying Examination as follows:

Oral Qualifying 
Exam  

  Name  Chair   Co-Chair Signature Passed Not Passed

The Final Oral Examination is: required not required

The doctoral committee reports that the student has passed the Written Qualifying Examination, and completed the Oral Qualifying

 Examination on:  mm/dd/yy
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Important Reminders 
 
Rotations 
The laboratory rotations consist of 10 week rotations in the Fall, Winter, and Spring quarters. Three 
rotations are allowed for the academic year. All rotations must be approved by the Home Area 
Director or Faculty Graduate Adviser. These rotations are intended to serve as a tool for finding a 
suitable thesis lab. 
 
On this website https://genomics.genetics.ucla.edu/people , click on Core Faculty or Affiliate Faculty. 
When you click on the envelope icon, it will go to your default email account with the PI’s email 
address. You could then start emailing them. For more information about the PI, just click on their 
photo and it will lead you to their website. 
 
Domestic, Non‐resident (Out of State) 
Non‐resident tuition will be provided for all out‐of‐state U.S. citizens and permanent residents for the 
first year of graduate study ONLY.  Any U.S. citizen or permanent resident who has not qualified for 
California residency by the beginning of the Fall quarter of the second year will be personally 
responsible for payment of any non‐resident tuition charges incurred in years two and beyond 
(currently $15,102 per annum for the 17‐18 academic year).   Information on procedures required for 
establishing California residency, distributed by the Graduate Division to all entering students at the 
time of acceptance, appears in the General Catalog. All non‐resident students (International students 
excluded) should familiarize themselves with these requirements and begin the necessary steps to 
qualify immediately.  All inquiries concerning residency requirements should be directed to the 
Residence Deputy (1113 Murphy Hall). 
 
myIDP (Individual Development Plan) 
Beginning with a GPB training workshop in the first year of graduate study, students are required to 
generate an Individual Development Plan via myIDP website: http://myidp.sciencecareers.org/ in order 
to map out their academic and professional development goals throughout graduate school. The 
myIDP must be updated annually with specific new goals that will be accomplished within that 
academic year and the printed goals summary discussed with the dissertation research adviser (in 
years 2‐5). 
 
eRA Commons Account 
Email erahelp@research.ucla.edu to request for an eRA Commons ID. They will need the following: 

 First and last name 

 UID 

 Email 

 Role (here is the list of eRA commons user roles: 
https://era.nih.gov/files/eRA_Commons_Roles.pdf) 

 
Funding 
Your SAO will send you a funding summary however since some students have Principal Investigators 
outside of the Department of Human Genetics. Please make sure to discuss your funding with your PI 
or his or her Home Area administrator. 
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Fellowship disbursements generally occur in advance and employment‐based salary payments 
generally occur at the end of the month in which the amount is listed below. It is important that you 
review disbursement/pay dates to understand your monthly cash flow and budget your living 
allowance. We aim to provide even monthly cash flow, but occasionally the restrictions on available 
sources of support may lead to significant monthly variability.  
 
Fellowship‐based support is a form of merit‐based financial assistance to support your education.  
Timing. Please note that disbursement dates are approximate. Delays in disbursement may occur due 
to administrative processing time. Contact your SAO if you experience a disbursement delay of more 
than two business days.  
Taxability. Stipends are typically taxable and the rules of taxation differ between international and 
domestic students. International taxation depends on the country of residence. Generally, taxes are 
withheld from stipends for international students. Domestic students do not have taxes withheld 
from stipends; therefore, domestic students may need to pay taxes in quarterly estimates. For more 
information, visit the Graduate Division Fellowship and Taxation page: 
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/financial-aid/tax-information-forms-for-ucla-fellowship-recipients/ .  
 
2. Employment‐based support comes from jobs in roles such as Teaching Assistant (TA) and Graduate 
Student Researcher (GSR) that provide experience in research and teaching. At some point during 
your training you will probably be supported as a GSR or TA. If so, the living allowance will be paid to 
you as salary.  
Timing. Salary is paid at the end the month you worked or the beginning of the following month 
(unlike stipend, which is paid in advance).  
Please note, if/when you switch from stipend support to salary support, your payment schedule 
changes from being paid in advance to being paid after the work is performed. This can happen at 
any point during your training and is especially common when transitioning to your second year in 
your program. In this case, your last quarterly stipend will be paid around March 22 (for April‐June) 
and your first salary‐based payment for July will be paid on or around August 1. Therefore, you 
should anticipate that your April stipend must last until the beginning of August, about 4 months.  
Taxability. Your earnings from employment‐based support are generally taxable, and taxes are 
withheld according to information you provide on your W‐4 form when you are hired.  
UC Defined Contribution Plan. Non‐exempt student employees (i.e. not enrolled or not meetings the 
required minimum course load), such as GSR appointed in the summer, participate in the Defined 
Contribution Plan (the “DC Plan”) as Safe Harbor participants. You are automatically enrolled in the 
DC Plan as long as you are employed by the University of California. Safe Harbor participants 
automatically contribute, on a pretax basis, 7.5% of their wages beginning the first day of an eligible 
appointment. You may also make voluntary after‐tax contributions to the DC Plan. Additional 
information is available at: http://ucnet.universityofcalifornia.edu/forms/pdf/retirement‐savings‐
program‐information‐for‐safe‐harbor‐participants.pdf . 
 
Behavioral Wellness Please also see the GPB Wellness page: http://bioscience.ucla.edu/wellness  
Compared to CAPS, BWC offers twice the number (12/yr) of short term psychotherapy sessions 
covered by student health and with no copay.  Similarly, if needed, BWC offers 12 medication 
management sessions with a psychiatrist.  For students to schedule, they can call the center or use 
the website.  Currently there is no backlog and a first visit can be scheduled within a week.  For crisis 
situations or other consultations, Home Area directors can call or page Anna Miller or the BWC 
Director, Karen Miotto (contact information sent in a separate email).  
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All GPB students are eligible for BWC services.  BWC offers twice the number of follow‐up therapy 
sessions as CAPS.  Appointments can be made by phone or through the website.  Walk‐in available for 
crisis situation, calling ahead helps.   
 
Anna Miller is available for consults about students by HA directors, staff, and faculty. 
 
If you contact Karen Miotto or Anna Miller let them know you are part of the Bioscience graduate 
program. 
 
Location: CHS 18‐212, 2318 
Phone: (310) 825‐9605 
BWC@mednet.ucla.edu 
http://medschool.ucla.edu/bwc 
 
Contact Info: 
 
Dr. Karen Miotto, Director 
Cell: (310) 658‐0081 
Pager: 12372 
Email: KMiotto@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
Anna Miller, LCSW and clinical coordinator 
Phone: (310) 825‐9270 
Ext 59270 
Email: almiller@mednet.ucla.edu 
Pager: 94921 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Important Information 
Establishing Residency 

California Residency Requirement 

In order to maintain funding, domestic non-California resident students must establish residency by the 

beginning of Fall Quarter of their second year.   

Students must petition in person at the Registrar’s Office for a change of classification from nonresident 

to resident status. All changes of status must be initiated prior to the first day of class in the term for 

which you intend to be reclassified. In addition, California law requires that financial independence be 

included among the factors considered when students seek reclassification. Students who are financially 

dependent in the current and preceding calendar years will be considered California residents for 

reclassification purposes only if no factors exist that give evidence of their continuing residence in 

another state.  

Since you are a graduate student, you're presumed to be financially independent for purposes of 
residency unless your parents claimed you as a dependent on their federal tax return for the most 
recent tax year. 

Graduate student instructors, teaching or research assistants, or teaching associates employed 49% 
time or more (or awarded the equivalent in university-administered funds, e.g., grants, stipends, 
fellowships) in the term for which resident classification is sought may be exempted from the financial 
independence requirement. 

For more information on residency requirements please visit: http://www.registrar.ucla.edu/Fees-
Residence/Residence-Requirements .

Please view the Quick List steps on the back of this page. 

http://www.registrar.ucla.edu/residence


Important Information 
Establishing Residency 

Quick List for Establishing Residency: 

Trip to DMV: 

I suggest setting up an appointment at the DMV in Santa Monica as it speeds up the wait time. Use the 

following link: 

http://dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/portal/foa/welcome 

1. Switch License to CA

 Link to practice test:

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/pubs/interactive/tdrive/exam

2. Register to Vote

 There is a box at the bottom of the form when you apply for license

 Use the following link to get copy of Registration:

https://www.lavote.net/home/voting-elections/voter-registration/request-voter-

registration-information

3. Register Vehicle

 Check this site out for what you need:

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/vr/checklists/outofstate

Switch Address: 

4. Bank Accounts and Credit Cards

5. MyUCLA Portal

Taxes: 

6. File as California Resident

Link to the Residency Petition 

 Read up on the process and when the application period begins:

http://www.registrar.ucla.edu/Fees-Residence/Residence-Requirements/Classification-as-a-Resident

 When you apply the Residency Official may also want a petition letter from your PI that states

you were in CA over the summer conducting research

Special thank you to Jazlyn Mooney (student in Genetics & Genomics) for 

providing this quick list! 

http://dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/portal/foa/welcome
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/pubs/interactive/tdrive/exam
https://www.lavote.net/home/voting-elections/voter-registration/request-voter-registration-information
https://www.lavote.net/home/voting-elections/voter-registration/request-voter-registration-information
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/vr/checklists/outofstate
http://www.registrar.ucla.edu/Fees-Residence/Residence-Requirements/Classification-as-a-Resident
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Department of Human Genetics 
GRADUATE STUDENT ROSTER 
Academic Year 2018‐2019 

 

Name  E‐mail Address  Advisor 

Marcus Alvarez  malvarez@mednet.ucla.edu  Pajukanta 

Qin An  Anqin314@gmail.com  Fan 

Toni Boltz  ta.boltz@yahoo.com   

Leroy Bondhus  bondh185@ucla.edu   

James Boocock  james.boocock@gmail.com  Kruglyak 

Alex Chubick  alex.l.chubick@gmail.com  Ophoff 

Yonatan Cooper  ycooper@mednet.ucla.edu  Coppola 

Arun Durvasula  arun.durvasula@gmail.com  Sankararaman/Lohmueller 

Chantle Edillor  chantle.edillor@gmail.com  Lusis/Pellegrini 

Colin Farrell  colinpfarrell@gmail.com  Pellegrini 

Kristina Garske  kmgarske@ucla.edu  Pajukanta 

Liangke Gou  gouliangke@gmail.com  Kruglyak 

Eric Heinrichs  eheinrichs@g.ucla.edu  Novitch 

Samantha Jensen  samleejensen@gmail.com   

Minsoo Kim  minsookim@mednet.ucla.edu  Gandal 

Catharine Krebs  catharinekrebs@ucla.edu  Ophoff/Freimer 

Malika Kumar Freund  kumarm@ucla.edu  Pasaniuc 

Katie Leap  katieleap@gmail.com  Martinez 

Jiajin Li  lijj36@ucla.edu  Sul 

Jazlyn Mooney  Jazlyn.mooney@gmail.com  Lohmueller 

Shirley Nieves‐Rodriguez  snievesrodrigue@ucla.edu  Nelson 

Maria Palafox  mfpalafox@g.ucla.edu  Arboleda/Backus 

Ashot Papikian  apapikian@ucla.edu  Jacobsen 

Christopher Robles  Crrobles2grad@gmail.com  Sankararaman 

Gregory Rosenberg  gregmrose@gmail.com  Eisenberg 

Katherine Sheu  katherinesheu@ucla.edu  Hoffmann 

Lisa Truong  litruong@ucla.edu  Allard 
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Name  E‐mail Address  Advisor 

Alexis Weber  alexisweber@g.ucla.edu   

Joshua Zhang  joshuazhang@ucla.edu   
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Department of Human Genetics 
FACULTY ROSTER 

Academic Year 2018‐2019 

Faculty  Ofc. Phone  Office  Lab  E‐mail 

Valerie  Arboleda  983‐3568  310 BSRB  346 BSRB  varboleda@mednet.ucla.edu 

Rita  Cantor  267‐2440  6357‐A GC  N/A  rcantor@mednet.ucla.edu 

Stephen  Cederbaum  825‐0402  347 NRB  N/A  scederbaum@mednet.ucla.edu 

Esteban  Dell’Angelica  206‐3749  6554A GC  6554 GC  edellangelica@mednet.ucla.edu 

Katrina   Dipple        kdipple@mednet.ucla.edu 

Eleazar  Eskin  825‐1322  2915‐Math Sci  N/A  eeskin@cs.ucla.edu 

Guoping  Fan  267‐0439  6357‐C GC  6554 GC  gfan@mednet.ucla.edu 

Jonathan  Flint  N/A  3357‐B GC  N/A  jflint@mednet.ucla.edu 

Brent  Fogel  825‐6816  1206 GC  3309 GC  bfogel@ucla.edu 

Nelson  Freimer  794‐9571  3506‐A GC  3554 GC  nfreimer@mednet.ucla.edu  

Richard  Gatti  825‐7618  4736 MRL  N/A  rgatti@mednet.ucla.edu 

Daniel  Geschwind  206‐6814  2506‐A GC  2309 GC  dhg@ucla.edu 

Michael  Gorin  794‐5400  3‐310B Doris 
Stein

200 Stein  gorin@jsei.ucla.edu 

Wayne  Grody  825‐5648  IP‐249 CHS  1P‐266 CHS  wgrody@mednet.ucla.edu 

Eran  Halperin  206‐0767  296A Eng VI  296A Eng VI  ehalperin@cs.ucla.edu 

Steve  Horvath  825‐9299  4357‐A GC  N/A  shorvath@mednet.ucla.edu 

Deborah  Krakow  983‐1252 
410A 615 Charles
E Young Dr S 

N/A  dkrakow@mednet.ucla.edu 

Leonid  Kruglyak  825‐5486  6506A GC  5309 GC  lkruglyak@mednet.ucla.edu 

Kenneth  Lange  206‐8076  5357‐A  GC  N/A  klange@ucla.edu 

Jingyi 
Jessica

Li  206‐8375  8951 Math  N/A  jli@stat.ucla.edu 

Kirk  Lohmueller  825‐7636  4312 Life Sci  N/A  klohmueller@ucla.edu 

Jake  Lusis  825‐1359  3730 MRL  6524 GC  jlusis@mednet.ucla.edu 

Julian  Martinez  794‐2405  4605 GC  4554 GC  julianmartinez@mednet.ucla.edu 

Linda  McCabe        lmccabe@mednet.ucla.edu 

Stanley  Nelson  794‐7981  5506‐A  GC  5554 GC  snelson@ucla.edu 
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Faculty 
 

Ofc. Phone  Office  Lab  E‐mail 

Roel  Ophoff  794‐9602  4357‐C GC  4335  rophoff@mednet.ucla.edu 

Paivi  Pajukanta  267‐2011  6335‐B GC  6335 GC  ppajukanta@mednet.ucla.edu 

Christina  Palmer  794‐4796  47‐422 NPI  N/A  cpalmer@mednet.ucla.edu 

Jeanette  Papp  825‐6204  4554‐B GC  5309 GC  jcpapp@mednet.ucla.edu 

Bogdan  Pasaniuc  825‐3291  33‐365 CHS  N/A  bpasaniuc@mednet.ucla.edu 

Matteo  Pellegrini  825‐0012  3000C Terasaki  3000 Terasaki  matteope@gmail.com 

Joseph  Pisegna  268‐3578  200 Med Plaza  N/A  jpisegna@ucla.edu 

Karen  Reue  794‐5631  6357‐B GC  6309 GC  reuek@ucla.edu 

Jerome  Rotter  423‐6467  Harbor UCLA  jrotter@labiomed.org 

Sriram  Sankararama
n

206‐3321  4531DBoelter  N/A  sriram@cs.ucla.edu 

Janet  Sinsheimer  825‐8002  5357‐C  GC  N/A  janet@mednet.ucla.edu 

Eric  Sobel  825‐1111  5558 GC  N/A  esobel@mednet.ucla.edu 

Marc  Suchard  825‐0936  6558 GC  6545 GC  msuchard@ucla.edu 

Eric  Vilain        evilain@mednet.ucla.edu 

Stephen  Young  825‐4934  4506‐A GC  4506‐A GC  sgyoung@mednet.ucla.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




