
 

 

2021 NHGRI Research Training and Career Development Annual Meeting 

April 19-April 20, 2021 

A Virtual Meeting Hosted by the UCLA T32 Program 

All times Eastern Time 

Monday, April 19, 2021 

12:30 - 1:00pm Admission to virtual meeting 

1:00 - 1:15pm 
Welcome and Opening Remarks: Francis Collins, NIH Director 

Introduction by Tina Gatlin, NHGRI 

1:15 - 2:45pm  

Discussion of Race in Genetics Research 
Moderator: Carla Easter, NHGRI 

Keynote Address: 
Keynote Speaker: Angela Saini, Science Journalist & Author 
Title: The Use and Misuse of Race in Genetics 
Panelists:  Faith Fletcher, University of Alabama, Birmingham 
 Vence Bonham, NHGRI 
 Ewan Birney, EMBL-EBI 

2:45 - 2:55pm  Break (10 minutes) 

2:55 - 3:45pm 

Concurrent Career Development Breakout Sessions 

(1) Protecting Your Mental and Emotional Health 
Moderator: Eric Sobel, UCLA 
Panelists: Tina Del Carpio, UCLA 

 John David Barton, UCLA 
 Jermaine Bean, UCLA 

(2) Navigating the NIH Grant Application Process 
Speakers: Heather Colley, Lisa Chadwick, NHGRI 

(3) How Trainees Can Adjust to the Pandemic 
Moderators: Elise Feingold & Teri Manolio, NHGRI 

3:45 - 3:55pm Break (10 minutes) 

3:55 - 4:25pm  

Trainee Scientific Talks #1 
[Moderator: TBD F32 or K awardee] 
Three Presenters (10-minute talks each, including Q&A) 

4:25 - 4:40pm  

Poster Session Lightning Talks #1 

Ten Presenters (1-minute flash talks with 1 slide each; 
to highlight their presentations in following Poster Session #1) 

4:40 - 4:50pm Break (10 minutes) 

  



 

 

4:50 - 5:50pm Poster Session #1 
 

5:50 - 6:50pm 

Moderated Networking Cafés 

Topics: 

(1) Working in Academia: 
Michael Boehnke, UMich 
Angela Brooks, UCSC 

(2) Working in Industry: 
Marie-Luise Brennan, NIH 
Erica Ramos, Genome Medical, Inc. 

(3) Talk to NHGRI Program Officer: 
Dave Kaufman, NHGRI 

Mike Pazin, NHGRI 

Robb Rowley, NHGRI 

(4) Science Communication: 
Sarah Bates, NHGRI 

Prabana Ganguly, NHGRI 

Jenn Montooth, NHGRI 

(5) Science Policy: 
Amanda Conti, NHGRI 

Elena Ghanaim, NHGRI 

Allison McCague, NHGRI 

Catharine Krebs, Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine 
(6) ELSI: 

Joy Boyer, NHGRI 

Steve Joffe, U Penn 
Nicole Lockhart, NHGRI 

(7) Genome Sciences: 
Carol Bult, Jackson Laboratory 

(8) Genomic Medicine: 
Bruce Korf, U Alabama, Birmingham  
Heidi Rehm, Harvard 

(9) Finding a Postdoctoral Position: 
Jason Moore, U Penn 
H Joseph Yost, U Utah 

(10) How to Start a Company: 
David C Schwartz, U Wisconsin 

Mike Snyder, Stanford 
  



 

 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 

12:30 - 1:00pm Admission to virtual meeting 

1:00 - 1:45pm 

Welcome & Keynote Speaker Introduction: Jeanette Papp, UCLA 

Keynote Address: 

Keynote Speaker: Harold Pimentel, UCLA 

Title: Seq and You Will Find 

1:45 - 1:55pm Break (10 minutes) 

1:55 - 2:45pm 

Concurrent Career Development Breakout Sessions 

(1) Protecting Your Mental and Emotional Health 

Panelists: Tina Del Carpio, UCLA 
 John David Barton, UCLA 

Jermaine Bean, UCLA 

(2) Navigating the NIH Grant Application Process 
 Speakers: Heather Colley, Lisa Chadwick, NHGRI 

(3) How Trainees Can Adjust to the Pandemic 
Moderators: Lucia Hindorff & Carolyn Hutter, NHGRI 

2:45 - 2:55pm  Break (10 minutes) 

2:55 - 3:25pm 

Concurrent Sessions 

(1) Trainee Scientific Talks #2 

[Moderator: TBD F32 or K awardee] 
Three Presenters (10-minute talks each, including Q&A) 

(2) Executive Session: Training Coordinators 

Topic: Recruitment, Retention, Collaboration 

Moderator: Tina Gatlin, NHGRI 
Presenters: Debra Murray, Baylor DAP 
 Zia Isola, UCSC DAP 

3:25 - 3:40pm 

Poster Session Lightning Talks #2 

Ten Presenters (1-minute flash talks with 1 slide each; 
to highlight their presentations in following Poster Session #2) 

3:40 - 3:50pm  Break (10 minutes) 

3:50 - 4:50pm Poster Session #2 

4:50 - 5:00pm Closing Remarks: Luis Cubano, NHGRI 

  



 

 

5:00 - 6:00pm 

Moderated Networking Cafés 

Topics: 

(1) Working in Academia: 
Angela Brooks, UCSC 
H Joseph Yost, U Utah 

(2) Working in Industry:  
Marie-Luise Brennan, NIH 
Erica Ramos, Genome Medical, Inc. 

(3) Talk to NHGRI Program Officer: 
Joy Boyer, NHGRI 
Mike Pazin, NHGRI 

Robb Rowley, NHGRI 

(4) Science Communication: 
Sarah Bates, NHGRI 

Prabana Ganguly, NHGRI 

Jenn Montooth, NHGRI 

(5) Science Policy:  
Cristina Kapustij, NHGRI  
Catharine Krebs, Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine 

(6) ELSI: 
Debra Mathews, Johns Hopkins 
Rene Sterling, NHGRI 

Dave Kaufman, NHGRI 

(7) Genome Sciences: 
Michael Boehnke, UMich 

(8) Genomic Medicine: 
Bruce Korf, U Alabama, Birmingham  
Heidi Rehm, Harvard 

(9) Finding a Postdoctoral Position: 
Jason Moore, U Penn 

(10) How to Start a Company: 
Steve Fodor 

Jay Shendure, University of Washington 

 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 (invitation only) 

1:00 - 2:00pm 
Executive Session: PIs, Training Coordinators, NHGRI Staff and Advisors 

Moderator: Luis Cubano 

2:00 - 2:10pm Break (10 minutes) 

2:10 - 3:10pm 
Executive Session: NHGRI Staff and Advisors 

Moderator: Luis Cubano 
 


